
CeSTII STISA-2024 Seminar - 28 November 2014 Page 1 

 

Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA-2024) Seminar, Friday 28 

November 2014  

 

Opening remarks by Prof. Gillian Marcelle, Deputy Executive Director HSRC and Head, CeSTII  

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues and friends, good afternoon.  

 

Allow me to warmly welcome you to this HSRC/CeSTII seminar on the Science, Technology 

and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA-2024). We have had a very good response to our 

invitation and look forward to a lively discussion. It is a very busy time of the year, so your 

participation is appreciated even more. I also wish to thank all the speakers and their 

respective organisations for accepting our invitation to engage in a discussion and debate 

around the new strategy for promoting Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) in the 

African region. This issue is an important one because of the potential significant contribution 

that STI can make to Africa's socio-economic development objectives. Allow me to formally 

welcome you to the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), where we pride ourselves on 

undertaking research in the social sciences that makes a difference.  This is the first in a series 

of seminars and other engagement activities that are intended to provide a platform for 

discussion, debate and constructive engagement. The HSRC is very well placed to facilitate 

those discussions and as I will detail in my vote of thanks, today would not be possible without 

the contribution of many people and I will give you some idea of their roles later in the 

proceedings. 

 

This debate forms part of a series of interventions to initiate policy relevant engagement on 

STI policy that will be organised, hosted and led by the Centre for Science, Technology and 

Innovation Indicators (CeSTII).   

 

The Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (CeSTII) based at the HSRC, is 

a specialist research centre that focuses on the measurement and analysis of science, 

technology and innovation with the aim of providing data, policy analysis and policy advice. 

The timing of this seminar is very fortunate as it ends a week in which the minister of Science 

and Technology on the occasion of the launch of the HSRC's Annual Report reinforced key 

messages about the importance of independent, high quality policy relevant research. The 

Minister and our own HSRC Chief Executive, Professor Olive Shisana also brought attention to 

the importance of an African focus in the work of the HSRC.  The strategy that CeSTII will be 

pursuing takes those concerns as foundational. 
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CeSTII is a well-established, credible institution in South Africa's science, technology and 

innovation landscape.  It is most well known as the agency, funded by the Department of 

Science and Technology, to produce large scale national surveys on Research and 

Experimental Development (R&D) and innovation. This work is well respected, sought after 

and will continue.  This good work has led to CeSTII taking the lead in a number of training 

and capacity building efforts across the African region and also co-authoring the recent 

African Innovation Outlook (AIO) with the African Observatory of Science, Technology and 

Innovation (AOSTI), a New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) initiative and 

agency. Building on those efforts, CeSTII has embarked on a strategy which will focus on and 

strengthen policy research, analysis and advice. CeSTII’s existing strengths, new capabilities 

and competencies will enable a focus on the following areas which include, but are not 

limited to the innovation processes in informal and rural settings, and the policy implications 

arising ; the technological and learning opportunities and challenges arising from mitigation 

and adaptation to climate change; the innovation implications of the national green 

economy strategy and the potential role of innovation in promoting and facilitating inclusive 

development that contributes to alleviating poverty, promoting equality and reducing 

unemployment.  We will continue to deliver high quality products such as the national 

Research and Development expenditure surveys, and the national Business Innovation 

survey, as well as commissioned projects, which have included work on technology 

commercialisation, internationalization of R&D, R&D expenditure and innovation patterns in 

the agricultural sector, and innovation in the bio-economy. 

 

Kindly allow me to introduce our distinguished panel of speakers, these include:  

 

 Mr. Hambani Masheleni, Senior Policy Officer, Human Resources, Science and 

Technology Department, African Union Commission in conjunction with Dr. Mahama 

Ouedraogo, Africa Union Commission, Ethiopia 

 Dr. David Ockwell, STEPS, University of Sussex, UK  

 Prof. Clapperton C. Mavhunga, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA  

 Mr. Daan du Toit, Deputy-Director General: International Cooperation and Resources, 

Department of Science and Technology, RSA 

Objectives for the panel 

 

On 3 July 2014, the African Union adopted the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy 

for Africa (STISA-2024). This policy document, which is central to shaping Africa’s science, 

technology and innovation activities in the years to come, has the potential to have 
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significant implications for the socio-economic development of the continent. The strategy 

has received a range of responses across the continent and internationally. 

  

Critical issues that will be explored include:  

 the main objectives of STISA-2024;  

 underlying assumptions within the strategy;  

 the roles that relevant research, policy and practice can play in operationalising 

STISA-2024;  

 and potential impacts of STISA-2024 on innovation-led growth, development and 

competitiveness of the continent.  

 

 

There has been considerable engagement on the strategy since it was issued, with some 

critical comments arising from our friends and partners in the global North.  The African Union 

Commission (AU) and its agencies has also been hard at work to present the messages and 

the associated work programme arising from STISA-2024, including a week-long training 

programme in Kenya which was co-hosted with the United Nations University (UNU) Merit and 

the African Observatory on Science and Technology.  I was privileged to be one of the 

invited faculty members for that programme, and when I had my chance to deliver tough 

messages to African policy makers and development partners, I did so and will have an 

opportunity to expand on some of those perspectives here. 

 

However, the debate and discussions that we enter into here are intended to have 

constructive engagement as a watchword.  It is simply too easy to criticise without offering 

specific and actionable activities that can implement the strategy as proposed and agreed.  

So while I share some of the concerns that have been published in journals such as Nature 

and Sci. Dev. Net., I also wonder why those publications were not as interested in the 

decade of work by African scholars making similar points and offering more localised and 

contextually grounded programmes of action.  Perhaps this challenge can be taken up now. 

 

In the case of CeSTII and the HSRC, where there is a specific opportunity for value-added 

engagement through facilitating bidirectional knowledge flows between policy makers and 

the actual performers of innovation.  That is a glaring omission in STISA-2024.  The perspectives 

of private sector actors, who in the Africa region and elsewhere provide the effort that 

transforms innovation inputs into socio development impacts, are not visible or clearly 

articulated.  We can assist with that, not least because of the contacts and credibility built 

over many years through conducting national surveys, but also because we believe that 

having an understanding of the science, technology and innovation landscape only from a 
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science-centric perspective tells only half the story.  In a recent submission and presentation 

to a South African Parliamentary Committee, I made the case that precisely in times of fiscal 

prudence and cost containment, we need to be careful about how we frame funding of 

science, technology and innovation.  Now more than ever, we need to be creative by 

considering innovation through a lens that includes problem solving, local knowledge and 

ways of doing, wisdom and taking into account that innovation always involves processes of 

learning and capability development.  Recently, Nobel prize laureate Joseph Stiglitz drew 

attention to the importance of learning in his new book; this comes after many decades and 

solid research, particularly from Latin American colleagues on these issues.  However, given 

the distortions in global knowledge production across the global North and South, this may 

well provide the visible push required to take the issue of redefining and reimagining science, 

technology and innovation. In my view this is required if STI is to deliver the maximum 

potential contribution to socio-economic development in the global South.  

 

CeSTII has an important role to play in this effort and we will be in regular communication 

with you as the strategy evolves.  Today’s engagement on STISA-2024 is the start of an 

exciting journey. 

 

Now, I will pass to the formal presentation of the strategy by my colleague from the African 

Union. After that we will have short reflections and interventions from colleagues from 

academia and government. The programme is designed so that there is ample time for 

engagement with you.  We also have a rapporteur, Mr. Chux Daniels, a PhD candidate at 

SPRU, University of Sussex, who will identify key themes and issues arising, to guide our further 

discussions.  And with that we may start the panel discussion. 

 

Many thanks  

 


